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Art Unit: 3689 

Applicant's amendment of 1/9/08 has been entered. Currently claims 1-3 remain 
pending. The examiner will address applicant's remarks at the end of this office action. 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

For claim 1 , there is no antecedent basis for "the exposed areas" and it is not 
clear as to what this is referring to. What exposed areas on the booth shape have been 
previously claimed? Also, what is meant by exposed areas that are "on" a booth 
shape? Shouldn't this be referring to the automatic vending machine that has a booth 
shape and not the booth shape itself? 

For claims 2,3, with respect to the recitation of "it", what does this refer to? There 
are many different elements and systems claimed and it is not clear to which one the 
language "it" refers to. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 
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4. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Frey et 
al. (6369908). 

For claim 1, Frey discloses an automatic multimedia recording and reproduction 
system that allows for self service recording of images and sound as claimed. The 
system is made up of a controlling and processing system 12 (CPU), a payment 
handling system 16, a data storage system 23, and sound and image recording system 
(microphone 15 and video camera 19), a power supply system 22, and has a speaker 
18. The reproduction and output system is present in Frey because images are 
reproduced and output to a customer, this satisfies what is claimed. The separate 
isolated vending device for CDs is disclosed in column 3, lines 3-6. There are various 
types of media (format) that can be used, see column 3, line 31 . The various systems 
that make up the automatic multimedia recording and reproduction system are 
connected to the controlling and processing system and payment handling system as 
claimed, as well as being connected to the power supply system as claimed. All of the 
systems are connected to each other to allow for integrated operation of the overall 
system. The system shown in figure 1 can be seen to have a "booth" shape as claimed. 
Column 2, lines 44-46 disclose that the camera 19 can be a video digital camera, a 
regular video camera, or a digital camera. The disclosure of a video digital camera and 
a regular video camera satisfy the portion of the claim that deals with moving images 
being recorded. The preamble language about the printing of photos from pre-recorded 
memory cards is noted, but there is no structure found in the body of the claim that is 
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not found in Frey; therefore this language (that is only found in the preamble of the 
claim) is not associated with any further structure in the body of the claim. 

For claim 2, Frey discloses in column 6, lines 9-21 that different forms of 
payment are accepted, such as credit cards, debit cards, and bills (cash). The payment 
handling system (assumed to be the claimed "it") of Frey is fully capable of being 
adapted to accept new forms of electronic payments by changing the programming of 
the CPU. Frey is inherently able to be modified as claimed. All one has to do is change 
the programming of the CPU to allow for a new mode of payment to be accepted and 
provide the appropriate structure to the device. 

For claim 3, the system of Frey can be adapted as claimed. As stated with 
respect to claim 2, all one has to do is change the programming of the CPU to allow for 
a new means of data recording and provide the appropriate structure to the device. The 
automatic multimedia recording and reproduction system (assumed to be the claimed 
"it") of Frey is fully capable of being adapted to apply new means of data recording and 
reproduction by changing the programming of the CPU. 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis Ruhl whose telephone number is 571-272-6808. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Janice Mooneyham can be reached on 571-272-6805. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Dennis Ruhl/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3689 



